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THE ADMINISTRATOR

DearCEO:

An importantpartofthis Administration’sapproachto environmentalpolicy making is
finding thecommongroundthatwill achieveourgoal— namely,preserving,protecting,and
improving ourenvironmentwhilestrengtheningtheeconomyfor ourfamilies,arid theirfuture.
I believethat Americais readyto movebeyondthecommandandcontrolmodel thathasusually
definedWashington’srelationshipwith therestofthecountryon environmentalpolicy. With
this in mindI amwriting you todayto encourageyourparticipationin theU.S. Environmental
ProtectionAgency’s(EPA’s) Voluntary Children’sChemicalEvaluationProgram(VCCEP).

EPA’s Office ofPrevention,PesticidesandToxic Substances(OPPTS)announced
VCCEPin theFederalRegisteronDecember26, 2000. Theintentof VCCEPis to providethe
Agencyandthepublic with abetterunderstandingofthepotentialhealthrisks to children
associatedwith chemicalsto which theymaybe exposed.Twenty-three(23)chemicalswere
selectedfor thepilot oftheVCCEPbecauseexistingdataindicatetheyarepresentin the
environmentandhavebeenfoundin humanbiomonitoringsamples.EPA is askingthe
manufacturersandimportersofthese23 chemicalsto sponsortheirchemicalsin theVCCEP
pilot by voluntarily committingto providethefirstofpotentiallythreetiersofneeded
information. All dataevaluationanddevelopmentpursuedin thisprogramwill strictly follow a
rigorousscience-basedapproach.Equally important,by implementingtheVCCEPprocess,we
will demonstratethisAdministration’sstronginterestin addressingidentifiedconcernsby
pursuingvoluntary,collaborativeeffortswith industryand,whereappropriate,usingregulatory
approachesto bolsterthevoluntaryinitiative.

TheActing AssistantAdministratorofOPPTS,StephenL. Johnson,wrotedirectly to
technicalcontactsfor themanufacturersandimportersof the23 chemicalson March 16, 2001.
In thatletter,weaskedfor a commitmentto sponsorchemicalsby June25, 2001.

ThecurrentVCCEPframeworkreflectsnearlythreeyearsof EPA effortsto substantively
engagewith diversestakeholders,including representativesof chemicalmanufacturers,to design
aprogramwhich will providefor thedevelopmentandpublic availability of chemicalrisk
informationrelevantto children. ThelaunchoftheVCCEPcontinuesapowerfulnew
collaborativeapproachto environmentalprotection,oneinitiatedwith theHigh Production
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